Dreaming Big — How Big is your God?

Introduction

Last week we looked at the importance of understanding that God is a God of
Judgement — a reality that many people, including Christians, find uncomfortable.
One of the texts we used was Luke 16 (:19-31) and the story of the rich man and
Lazarus. I hope you found it helpful. If you were not here you can find it on our
website (details are on your Bulletin) in both audio and printable form. Do take
the time to avail yourself of it. Even if you were here you may find it helpful to go
and re-visit it too.

Well today I want to return to Luke 16 and to a few verses just before the ones we
read last week, namely (verses) 16 and 17:

'® The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John.
Since that time, the good news of the kingdom of God is
being preached, and everyone is forcing his way into it.

" It is easier for heaven and earth to disappear than for

the least stroke of a pen to drop out of the Law.

Bishop J.C. Ryle paraphrases these two verses this way:

OYou Pharisees make your boast in the law and the proplagis you
do well to give them honour. But you forget that the Law and the
prophets were only intended to pave the way for something b&tter
The coming of the good news of thengdom of God, which was to be
ushered in by John the Baptist. That has now happened.
John the Baptist has appeared. The kingdom of God is among you.
While you are ignorantly deriding Me and what | teach,

multitudes of publicans anginnersare pressing into it.O



Let’s look at the Text.

'® The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John - until John !

The Law and the Prophets — Moses and Elijah, they’re a large part of what we call
the Bible. They carry so many wonderful promises. But here Jesus makes this
amazing assertion, “they are only proclaimed until John!” What happens at John?
Why does their proclaimation stop at John? What is that John says or does that
changes the pattern of more than a millennium?

What is it that John proclaims? Well Mark and Luke tell us that he came,
“preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” Matthew says he
called people to, “Repentfor the kingdom of heaven is at hand.O

Repentance; forgiveness; the coming of thegkiom of God.

Let’s look, for a minute, at the Old Testament and the Law and the Prophets in
particular. What was their dominant theme? What we looked at last week — the
fact that God judges sin — severely, and since sin was a constant characteristic of
people — God’s or otherwise — then every body was under judgement. What does
God do the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah? He judges it. He destroys the cities and
their residents. Interestingly, though, they were not the worst ever. Jesus
castigates Capernaum (Matt. 11:23), saying that if the miracles that had taken
place there had taken place in Sodom and Gomorrah these cities would have

repented and still be standing. It re-enforces the message of the severity of sin.

The Law and the Prophets stand, that is....until John. The message of the Law
and the Prophets was of the severity of sin. It is that God cannot, will not, tolerate
sin. It must be destroyed.

— If you have no Law, you have no understanding of sin.

— If you have no understanding of sin, you have no understanding of the grace and

salvation that comes through Jesus Christ — whom John announced.



John’s proclaimation says a change is coming. Now the kingdom of God — the
time of God’s rule about which the Old Testament — the Law and the Prophets
spoke, is being established. The law and the Prophets were setting the scene.
Saying, ‘the world is a place of sin,” and into this scene the Saviour comes. Now
what’s God’s call? Repentance and forgiveness. Why did the message end at
John? Because John ended that message. He was the last and the “greatest of the
prophets,” but as he himself says, he is not worthy to untie the sandals of the One

coming after him. John ushered in a new age with a new message.

In the Old Testament, under the Law, if you touched a leper what were you?
“Unclean, like the leper!

In the New Testament when you touch the leper what happens? He’s healed!

‘Since that time .....” A watershed

Since the time of John, it has not been the news of God’s judgement of sin. Since
that time the message has been, “the good news of the kingdom of God.” That is
what we’re called to preach. And what is that news: Through the Cross of Jesus
God judges that sin about which the Law and Prophets spoke so clearly — the same
sin found in you and me. And now, in contrast, God’s holiness is available to all.
It’s the “Good news of the Kingdom of God.” Now comes God’s release! Mind
you that doesn’t mean that “As Christians we didn’t lose the ability to sin, rather

We lost the ability to enjoy it!”

Has God changed His mind between the Old and the New? Of course not! But
the New could never be understood without the Old. The same message is there.
Look at the Commandments? In the second commandment — what is it? No
graven image — what’s God’s response to sin?

“I will visit the sins of the fathers to the third and fourth generation...”

But in the very next sentence: “to those who love Him and therefore keep His

commands? He “shows love and mercy to a thousand generations...” (Ex 20:4-6)



What an amazing message! J.C. Ryle’s paraphrasing and contextualizing that I
quoted before says it well. Let me read it again:
OE.the Law and the prophets were only intended to pave the way for
something betteBthe coming of the god news of kingdom of God,
which was to be ushered in by John the Baptist. That has now
happened. John the Baptist has appeared. The kingdom of God is
among you. And while you are ignorantly deriding Me and what |

teach, multitudes of publicans ansinners are pressing into it.

It really captures it well — except for the last phrase. Let me pick up on it for a
minute, “multitudes of publicans and sinners are pressing into itWhat a
remarkable thought! But look at the verse. Is that what it says? Much as I respect
Bp. Ryle, no it isn’t, is it?

What does it say?  “....and everyone is forcing his way into it.”

The Kingdom of God is not something the world doesn’t want to hear about. Quite

the reverse. When they see and hear about they go for it — in a big way Everyone!

And here’s the crunch...Do we believe this? Or do we come from a place that says,
‘I’m not sure people want to hear about God, so I won’t talk about Him unless they
do.” Friends we have a two-fold responsibility to tell them:
— aresponsibility to Jesus — who says, “You are my witnesses,” (Acts 1:8), and
— aresponsibility to the person or group among whom we work or move —

“how will they hear unless someone (like you or me) tell them (Rom. 10:14).
And we are given in the New Testament a two-fold way of doing it:
— by proclaimation — speaking it out, and
— demonstration — and I don’t mean by only care or love per se. I mean by signs!
What does Peter pray in Acts 4:29-30?

#* Now, Lord, .... enable your servants to speak your word



with great boldness. * And you Lord, do great signs and
wonders through the name of your Holy servant Jesus.

Proclaimation — speaking it out, and demonstration — showing it out.

I heard a story — a story — the other day of a cop in the US. A cop who was a
Christian. I couldn’t tell you which state. But he had brought a guy in on some
particular charge and as he was going through the procedure of booking him, he
noticed this chap wincing and rubbing his ankle. He asked him what was wrong
and the guy said he had pain in the ankle. So our cop friend went over to him and
asked if he could pray for him. The man was nonplussed. He said “Yes,” though I
suspect he probably didn’t think he ought to say “No.”

After praying for him the cop went back to his desk to continue and as he did, saw
the guy, with his jaw almost on the floor, rolling his ankle around. “Are you
alright?”” asked the cop? “Man, you don’t understand,” the man replied. “When |
was a kid I was in a bad accident and to enable me to walk they fused the bones of
my ankle together. I’ve never been able to roll my ankle — from then until now!
What’s this all about?” You can imagine what our cop friend did — share Jesus.

Demonstration and proclaimation.

“Oh, I couldn’t do that,” you say. Friends our copper friend didn’t think he could
either! He simply acted in obedience.

Without God you and I can do nothing. That’s absolutely true.

But with God — what is possible? All things! (Matt 19:26)

Everyonewants to hear the good news of the Kingdom of God. That’s a problem
to the enemy, so what does he do? He can’t beat the message. It’s already beaten

him! He sets out to negate the people who share the message.



— Brings discredit through God’s people’s mistakes e.g. the pedophilia problem.
The idea that you discredit the messenger you discredit the message — not true
but an effective tactic

— Seeks to lead God’s people to doubt what God can do so they won’t obey Him.
He gets them to focus on what God hasn’t done. When people lose sight of
what God has done, they begin to question whether it can occur. If you don’t
think it can occur, guess what? It won’t! When it doesn’t we start question
God and His motives and more particularly to doubt God’s ability to act. We
move into disbelief. The enemy has stopped us in our tracks and the
proclaimation and demonstration of the kingdom comes to a standstill — at least

in the life of that person.

We need to always focus on what God is doing, or if you can’t see what God
has doneeven when God seems to not be there. What does the psalmist say?
(Ps. 77)

“When I was in distress [ sought the Lord...

.. I groaned...and my spirit grew faint.”
Then what does he do:

“I will remember the deeds of the Lord;

[ will remember your miracles of long ago.”

Don’t focus on what God hasn’t done. Do that and you open the door to the
spirit of offence — to unbelief. Rather, remember what He is doing, or if He
doesn’t seem to be doing much, remember what he hasdone. That is the basis
for hope. That’s why I like to have testimony time — a time of sharing God’s

grace stories. They build hope.

Let me tell you a story about hope. A Family were going on a holiday, leaving
on Christmas Day. So the kids were told that they could open their presents on

Christmas Eve — when dad got home.



Well dad normally arrived home at about 6.15pm, so guess what happened at
about 6.10? The kids, all thee of them, gathered at the big lounge room
window to watch and wait for dad’s arrival. Well 6.14pm came and went, but
dad didn’t appear! So what did they do? They asked mum where dad was.
She told them she didn’t know. Do you think the kids gave up, disappointed
that Dad had failed them, going, each to their own rooms, to consider their
disappointment? Of course not! They simply went back to the window and

watched and waited! An hour later their hope was fulfilled.

Everyone wants to hear. We have the right message, though we may need to ask

bl

whether we have the right “package.” And if we have the right message

— Remember whose side you’re on.

— Remember Holiness (what you have in Jesus) is more powerful than sinfulness.
Every one of God’s people has the capacity to release the Kingdom of God into the
lives of others. Listen to this verse:

“He will deliver even one who is not innocent (that is a sinner)

Who will be delivered through the cleanness of your hands.” Job 22:30

We have not only an amazing mandate and an amazing message; we have an
amazing audience — one that wants to hear. Don’t be afraid to speak out the
message. Remember Peter and John: “Silver and Gold we don’t have, but want
we do have we give you: in the name of Jesus of Nazareth, get up and walk.”

Do you have “Christ in you, the hope of glory?” Then you have the message of the
kingdom — the good news! And what you haveyou can give— just like Peter and
John.

We are to bring the domain or rule of the kingdom of God into the world around
us. With much of the church at the moment, the risk is that life around us will re-

shape the message or the promise, we have and how we receive and share it.



“Don’t be conformed to this world but rather be transformed...” (Rom. 12:2)
And guess what? As you’re transformed you will begin to become agents of God’s
transformation in the world around you.
Everyone 1s waiting to hear it. Remember:

Without God what can we do? Nothing!

With God what is possible?  All things! (Mark 10:27)

Who lives in you? God the SpiritChrist in you

the hopeof glory (Col. 1:27)

So what is now possible? All things!
When Jesus spoke out the Father’s intent (in creation or a person’s life) what
happened? The Holy Spirit made it a reality. The same is true today.
Don’t let the enemy convince and mislead you that this couldn’t pertain to you.
That, “You’re just not that kind of person. God doesn’t do that in your life.” If
you don’t believe He can — will He? No! You’ve closed the door before you

started.

Don’t let your understanding (which can be incorrect) control you. As someone
once said, “If you want the peace of God which passes all understanding, you’ll

have to give up your understanding!” (c.f. Prov. 3:5-6)

Let God fill you with His hope and possibility, then ask yourself:

“How big is my dream, or better still, how big is my God?



